BY‑LAWS OF THE DEPARTMENTAL TENNIS LEAGUE

SECTION 1 ‑ LEAGUE STRUCTURE

The League shall consist of an "A" Division and a "B" Division. Any new team added to the League shall initially be placed in the "B" Division, except when a team is formed of a new combination of Departments and/or Agencies and the majority of the players of such new combination were previously on a different combination team of the "A" Division which was dropped from the League. Subsequent to April 8, 1980, the total number of teams in the League shall not exceed twenty‑four (24).  Alignment of the League, if less than the maximum of twenty‑four, is as follows:

      If the League consists of 14 teams, then there shall be 7 in the "A” Division and 7 in the "B" Division, one Bye each week, 6 matches per half.

     If the “A” and “B” Divisions have an unequal number of teams, then:

     "A" Division - 7 teams, one Bye each week, 6 matches per half.

     "B" Division - 6 teams, no Byes, 5 matches per half, positional round for the last week of each half regardless of incomplete matches ‑ #1 v #2, #3 v #4, #5 v #6. 
     Re‑alignment of teams to conform with League structure when less than 14 teams, will be determined on second half season records.  The second place team of the second half season would be moved to the next higher division, if re‑alignment is needed.




SECTION 2 ‑ MULTI‑TEAM AGENCIES
     When any single Department or Agency has more than one team in the League, the teams shall be numbered #1, #2, etc.; and the best team shall be the #1 team, the next best the #2 team, etc.  Separate rosters shall be maintained for the #1 and #2 teams.  A player on the #2 team may play twice each half for the #1 team, but he must remain with the #2 team for the entire half season and he may not play in the #1 team playoffs. This supersedes Section 18, Part (2) Playoffs.  A player on the #1 team may not play down for the #2 team.  A player shall have been deemed to have played if he is involved in winning or losing one (of the five) team points in any way.  In accordance with Section 1, all such teams shall enter the League in the "B" Division; however, nothing shall prevent any or all such teams being in the "A" or "B" Division, provided they are able to advance to this Division in the manner prescribed below.

SECTION 3 ‑ TEAM MATCHES

     Each team match shall consist of five doubles matches, and the winner of the best two out of three sets shall be the winner of each individual match.  At the option of one or more players in a match, "No‑Ad" scoring may be used (See Section 13). 

SECTION 4 ‑ DEFAULT

     Any team presenting a team of two players for any individual match, properly equipped and ready to play, shall be declared winners by default if their opponents are not ready to play within twenty (20) minutes after play is scheduled to begin.  For matches scheduled to begin earlier than 6:00 P. M., the default time shall be thirty (30) minutes.   If both teams default an individual match, it shall be declared a loss for each team.





SECTION 5 ‑ DIVISION WINNERS

   Each individual match played and won, or won by default, shall be counted as one point; each match played and lost, or lost by default, shall be counted as one point lost. At the end of each half, the team in each Division having the highest percentage of matches won shall be declared the winner of that half in that Division.  If two different teams win each of the two halves in Division "A" then a playoff between these two teams shall be arranged by the President to determine the “A” Division  Winner and Runner‑up.  The Vice-President will follow the same procedure in determining the "B"  Division Winner and Runner‑up.  If the same team wins both halves in its Division that team is automatically declared the Winner in that Division and the Runner‑up will be determined on the basis of the highest percentage of matches won over the entire season. Re‑alignment of teams to conform with League structure when less than 14 teams, will be determined on second half season records.  The second place team of the second half season would be moved to the next higher division, if re‑alignment is needed.

                        SECTION 6 ‑ INTERDIVISION TEAM MOVEMENT
        The "B" Division champion and the last‑place team in the "A" Division will automatically exchange places the following season.  The Runner‑up team in the "B" Divisions will have the option of challenging the next‑to‑last‑place team in the “A” Division for the opportunity to move up to that Division the following season.  Last‑place and next‑to‑last‑place will be determined by percentage of matches won in the entire season.  Where ties exist, they will be played off.

SECTION 7 – TROPHIES

     At the end of each season of play, the Winner of the "A" Division shall be awarded the Departmental Tennis League Perpetual Trophy, donated by the Treasury Department Team of 1932 and the C.A. Smith Bowl donated in 1969, and shall be the custodian of the trophies for one year.  The Winner of the "B" Division shall be awarded the Perpetual Trophy presented in 1962 by Mr. Bill Shreve of The Tennis Shop, Washington, D.C., and shall be custodian of said trophy for one year.  The League will pay for the cost of engraving the Winner's names on the trophies.

                           SECTION 8 ‑ TEAM ORDER; DEFAULT ORDER
     The five doubles combinations representing each team at each match shall be listed according to their playing strength, the strongest team as #1 and the next strongest as #2, etc.  Any defaults shall be in the reverse order, i.e., if one match is defaulted it shall be the #5 team; if two are defaulted, they shall be the #5 and #4 teams, etc.

                             SECTION 9 ‑ EXCHANGE OF LINE‑UPS
     Before the beginning of each team match, opposing Managers or their representatives shall exchange written lists, giving the names of both players on each individual team. Such list of ten (10) players exchanged with the other team Manager shall contain the name of the employer (Department and lesser office, bureau, etc.) and his office telephone number, indicating the IDS code, if possible.

                                   SECTION 10 ‑ SCHEDULE
     Team matches will be played on the dates and at the locations indicated on the schedule, which will be issued annually before the beginning of the season by the President and the Vice-President to each Manager.

                                SECTION 11 ‑ POSTPONEMENTS
     Postponements will be allowed only because of unplayable condition of the courts. The Court Manager is the only individual who may declare the courts unplayable.  Such decision will be made at 4:00 p.m. (or thereafter) on the day of play.  Only the Team Managers or their designate, shall call the court facilities to determine if the Court Manager has declared the courts unplayable.  If not postponed by 4:00 p.m., matches must be presumed to be still scheduled, and players must appear or risk default.  Postponed matches will be rescheduled by the President for the “A” Division and by the Vice-President for the “B” Division.  Once a match has been rescheduled, those teams must play unless unplayable conditions are declared by the Court Manager.  The team ready for play shall be declared winners by default, if their opponents are not ready at the scheduled time.  If both teams default an individual match, it shall be declared a loss for each.

                              SECTION 12 ‑ SUSPENSION OF PLAY
     If, after a match has started, inclement weather should cause suspension of play, any player leaving the court area is subject to default until such time as the Court Manager closes the courts.  Team Managers may not declare a match as being rained out or suspended until the Court Manager reaches his decision.

     (1) In the event of such suspension for inclement weather, all matches which were completed or defaulted will stand as won or lost, while those incomplete will be resumed at the point of interruption by the same players at a later time.

     (2) If no individual matches are completed, the match is postponed and will be rescheduled pursuant to Section 11, except that all matches defaulted will stand.  The original players need not participate in these postponed matches.

     The Home Team Manager shall contact, within twenty‑four (24) hours of an incomplete match, the President, the Vice-President or designated representative, for rescheduling those incomplete matches.  If not played as rescheduled, matches shall stand as a loss for both teams if not played as covered under Section 11.

                               SECTION 13 ‑ OVERTIME MATCHES
     The courts are contracted only until 8:00 p.m.  Any set starting after 7:20 p.m., must be played under "No‑Ad" scoring.  All games starting after 7:30 p.m., must be played under "No‑Ad" scoring.  At 7:50 p.m., if a set is even (e.g. four games all), the set must be completed at that time by playing a twelve‑point USTA tie‑break, and the score shall be reported with the number of games played and the tie-break score for that set.  If one team has an advantage at 7:50 p.m., however, the match will continue until:

          (1) A regulation winner is decided, or
          (2) The match becomes even, in which case it is decided as above, or
          (3) The Court Manager closes the courts, or
          (4) Both Team Managers agree to terminate the match due to darkness.

Prior to starting a match, "No‑Ad" scoring may be used for the entire match if all four players so agree.  In absence of such agreement, regulation USTA scoring will be used, with a twelve‑point USTA tie‑break at six games all in each set.

                                 SECTION 14 ‑ SCORE CARDS
     The scores of each team match shall be submitted to the Secretary‑Treasurer by the "Home" Team Manager within five (5) days of the completion of the match.  Incomplete matches, including scores at time of interruption and cause of interruption, will be reported the same as completed matches.

                                 SECTION 15 ‑ TENNIS BALLS
     Three new tennis balls, approved by the USTA and by the Board at its Annual Meeting for use each season, shall be furnished by each "Home" team for each individual match, played or not. The "Home" team may retain possession of the balls as well as the court if "paid for time" has not expired at the conclusion of each individual match.

                                   SECTION 16 ‑ DISPUTES
     No umpires will be furnished.  Disputes shall be referred to the opposing Managers. Both team managers or their designate must remain until 8:00 p.m. or until all matches are completed, whichever occurs first.  Any disputes, which cannot be settled by the opposing Managers, will be referred to the President, whose decision in the matter shall be final.

                                  SECTION 17 ‑ USTA RULES
     The official rules of the USTA and "The CODE" shall govern play, except where otherwise specified herein.

SECTION 18 ‑ PLAYOFFS
     When Divisional playoffs are required, they are subject to these rules:

     (1) All five matches must begin simultaneously, with line‑ups being exchanged and default rules in effect as for all other matches.

     (2) To be eligible for a playoff of any kind, an individual player must have played in three or more regular‑season matches during the current season for the team he/she represents in the playoff.

     (3) Regulation USTA scoring with a twelve‑point tiebreak at six games all in each set will be used.  Once a team has won three or more individual matches, the players, losing Manager, or Referee has the option to terminate play.

     (4) Immediately following the completion of all regular-season matches, the President or the Vice‑ President, in consultation with the other Officers and with the concurrence of the affected team captains, will set the playoff dates for ties and inter-divisional challenge matches.

     (5) For all playoffs, the President will be the Referee for all “A” Division matches and the Vice‑President will be the Referee for all “B” Division matches, with authority to settle all disputes arising in connection with the scheduling or playing of such playoffs.  In the event the President or the Vice‑President cannot be present or has a conflict of interest in a playoff match, the President may appoint a qualified Referee, at his option. In the latter case, an appointed Referee need not necessarily have any affiliation with the League if possessing USTA or MATA certification and experience, but such Referee will not be compensated by the League for his/her services.

                                   SECTION 19 ‑ PROTESTS
     The League President will be notified by telephone within twenty‑four (24)hours of a specific incident, or within twenty‑four hours of the time a Team Manager first becomes aware of circumstances which warrant investigation.  The President will investigate informally and advise the Manager whether grounds exist for a protest.  All protests must be written and signed by a Manager, and must be submitted within fifteen (15) days of the incident under protest, except with the President's prior approval and under quite unusual circumstances.  Any extension of this fifteen (15) day limit must be expressed in writing to the President, with the reason given for the extension. The President will rule in writing on all protests, with the right of appeal by either party to a Special Board Meeting.  All actions concerning a protest are to be completed within thirty (30) days of the incident, including convening the Board, if required.

     These BY‑LAWS, in their present form including latest amendments, were

adopted by the Board at the Annual Meeting on the 10th of April, 2008.

                              ATTEST:

                                            ____________________________________                         






President 

                                            ____________________________________                         





Secretary‑Treasurer
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